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C o n t e x t
The Arctic has been conceptualized as a 
global region experiencing unprecedented 
environmental change, resource extraction, 
indigenous movement, and growing 
connectivity with the Arctic Ocean often 
referred to as “the new Mediterranean”.
Since the beginning of Russia's invasion of 

Ukraine the region has been turning into an 
arena for new military competition and 
struggles for access to maritime resources 
and seaways. This new Arctic geopolitics 
might impact infrastructural development, 
connectivity and well-being of coastal com-
munities.
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R e s e a r c h  f o c u s  a n d  q u e s t i o n
My ongoing research project considering 
global dimensions of maritime 
infrastructures enabling connectivity, 
shipping and exchange across the Artic 
Ocean, focuses on ethnographies of sea 
port modernization and expansion 
projects. 

I explore how maritime infrastructures 
effect social and cultural dynamics, 
environment, and economic development 
of local communities and what kinds of 
futures they promise. My main research 
question: What is the role of maritime 
transport infrastructure in well-being of 
Arctic coastal communities?
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A p p r o a c h e s  a n d  m e t h o d s
My research combines ethnographic 

records, media and policy documents. 
Drawing on the case studies of Tiksi 
(Russia), Nome (Alaska), and Kirkenes 
(Norway), I explore social lives of sea port 
expansion projects from the perspectives 
of anthropology of infrastructure and built 
environment.
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